
 
Tuesday 10th December 2019 

Corporate Parenting Panel Update- 

On behalf of the Children in Care Councils and Young Adult Council 

Participation Team Update 

We are delighted that we have a new apprentice, Brad Aves (who was our Chair at the CPP 

take Over Day last year) has joined the team, and we are still on the lookout for the son or 

daughter of one of our foster carers to join us as well. 

Reece Graves and Tia Pires Higgins have successfully completed their apprenticeships. Reece 

has been successful in gaining employment as a Teaching Assistant in an Alternative Provision 

and Tia is currently job searching. 

Super Council & OCYPC Update  

On Monday 21st October 2019 the Participation Team met with their three Children in Care 

Councils (OCYPC, OCYPC Extra & Super Council) simultaneously in Maidstone & Thanet 

which consisted of Young People aged from 7-15. They discussed the idea of young people 

having their own profile that can be sent to potential foster carers or placement providers.  

All the young people thought this was a great idea because they get to tell their potential carers 

who they are and what they like from their own perspective. The groups said that their profiles 

should include the following Sections:  

‘All About Me’  

Who my friends are 

My favourite meals + food I don’t like 

What helps calm me down when I’m angry/upset 

My Hobbies & What I like doing for fun  

What makes me happy/unhappy 

If I need extra support with my education  

People who are important to me 

If I like my own space/company  

My allergies  

My Background  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our placement profile What 

we think carers should know 



 
 

Following on from the section they thought would be good to be on a placement profile ‘What 

makes me happy/unhappy’ they expanded on this and said what they would add if they were to 

make a profile themselves:  

What makes me happy/ unhappy (Dos & Don’t) 

Don’t raise your voice – it makes me sad 

Don’t embarrass me in front of people 

Don’t ask me how my day has been if I am angry 

Do give me time to calm down 

Do comfort me when I need it 

Listen to me before you tell me off 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The young people said that they would like to update these when something changes so they 

haven’t got to keep repeating themselves to different workers. They also said that they would 

like to have a foster carer profile so they know who they will be living with.  

YAC 

Sarah Murison from the Young Lives Foundation came to the October Meeting – she asked the 

members to rank what they felt were the areas that YLF received the most requests for support 

about from Care Leavers.  Housing was the area that they received most requests about for this 

age group.  Sarah also discussed the role of advocates more generally. 

The young people also completed a survey to inform the next strategic statement which asked 

them to rate their priorities for the future.   



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Next, Serine gave the group a list of areas like Adult Social Care, Early Help and the 

Environment.  She asked them to number the areas based on what they felt should be KCC’s 

top priorities. 

The majority of the group prioritised Children’s Social Care.  They discussed the importance of 

children getting a good childhood and how difficulties early in life can have a domino effect. Tia 

did acknowledge that the group may be ‘biased’ because of their own experiences but felt this 

just meant they were more aware of the importance of strong Children’s Social Care. 

One group prioritised Education and Youth Services; again, they felt that this formed 

the foundations of creating successful adults and gave young people more chances. 

Serine Annan-Veitch, who is a Policy Adviser at Kent County Council attended the November 

meeting. She wanted to speak to the group to find out what they think should be KCC’s 

priorities moving forward and where money should be spent.  This will inform Kent’s Strategic 

Statement for 2020 onwards.   

Serine explained that Kent is in a challenging position for a variety of reasons but particularly: 

- Aging population (70.6% growth in the number of people aged 80 and over; they are 

living longer but require more support) 

- Lack of affordable housing 

- Increasing infrastructure costs e.g. schools, digital  

She told the group that the county is very mixed with some areas considerably better off than 

others. 

Brexit and any potential change in government following 12th December will also have an 

impact as it affects how money will be distributed from central government. 

There is a gap between what KCC would like to spend and what it can afford to spend so 

difficult choices will have to be made.  The Strategic Statement will shape how KCC will spend 

money. 

Serine asked the YAC members to decide where they would prefer that KCC focus its 

spending.  She gave each member a gold coin and asked them to choose one of several areas 

 

 

 

 



 

 

The group also contribution to a new set of participation principles that all KCC staff 

working with young people should follow to ensure that their participation is effective 

and enjoyable.  

Black History Month  

On Wednesday 2nd October the Participation Team co-hosted a multi-agency 

conference in partnership with Kent Police, Kent Fire and Rescue and South East 

Coast Ambulance Service for Black History Month. The conference was themed ‘My 

Kent, My Identity’ with speakers from the past, present & future. The day was a huge 

success and brought together different agencies to celebrate the diversity in Kent. The 

Participation Team made a film with young people speaking about their experiences 

growing up as a Young Person in Kent as an ethnic minority.  

Fostering Conference – Looking After Teenagers in today’s Modern World 

The Virtual School Kent Participation Team were proud to support Kent Fostering to 

deliver the ‘Looking After Teenagers in today’s Modern World’ Conference on 13th 

November.  After a powerful and inspiring keynote speech from the care experienced 

author, Jenny Molloy, the younger members of the Participation Team, many of whom 

are still teenagers themselves, took over!  They wanted to help the foster carers and 

practitioners in the audience understand what it is really like to be a teenager today and 

the pressures and challenges they face, particularly if they are growing up in care.  

Many of them shared their own personal stories about growing up in care and reflected 

on those things that helped them the most.  Mark Vening, head of Fostering, also 

discussed the development of teenagers’ brains and how this can affect their behaviour 

and there was a trip back in time to the 1980s to remind foster carers of their own 

teenage years!  

Feedback from a Foster Carer who attended the conference: I wanted to say a 

massive thank you and well done to you all, for the workshop you ran on caring 

for teenagers in today's world....For me personally, I think I was at a point where I 

didn't want to recognise that it IS different today than in yester-years and 

possibly that I have lost touch of that. So not only was it eye opening, but also 

incredibly helpful.  



 
When I went home, I spoke to my young person at length about what I'd seen and 

heard during the day (age appropriately obviously) - speakers, activities etc - and 

we ended up have a great conversation about this subject and issues current and 

past related to simply being a teenager. I feel I came away almost having met her 

for the first time again.  

Kent Association of Head Teachers Conference  

21st November, the team presented to over 200 Kent headteachers at the Kent 

Association of Headteachers Conference in Ashford.  With the theme of the conference 

being how to create schools that are inclusive, aspirational and supportive of learners 

and staff, the Apprentice Participation Workers were pleased to be able to share with 

the delegates the voices of vulnerable learners.  They wanted the headteachers in the 

room to really put themselves in the place of a vulnerable learner whether this is a child 

in care, an adopted young person, a child for whom English isn’t their first language or 

one who may be suffering upheaval or trauma in their lives.  The team shared the 

strategies and ideas that young people have shared at children in Care council 

meetings that support them at school to learn so they can do their best. 

Always Heard Advocacy Seminar 2019 

On 3rd December members of the Participation Team were pleased to attend the 

Always Heard Seminar in London led by Coram Voice.  It was a great opportunity to 

hear about advocacy nationally and contribute to a discussion around the importance of 

independent advocates. 

Adoption Service Christmas Party 

The Participation Team and the Kent Adoption Service organised a festive Christmas 

Party for over 200 children and their parents on Sunday 8th December.  The families 

enjoyed music, arts and crafts, games and even a visit from Father Christmas! It was a 

fantastic day and a great opportunity for families to meet and socialise whilst having 

fun.  We are now looking forward to organising a Summer event in June. 

New Work Streams 

We are making good progress with some of our new workstreams: 

 Supporting the SEND engagement and Co-Production work 

 Looking at young people’s and parental involvement in Child Protection 

Conferences 

 Supporting our colleagues in the CYPE Innovation Team with some of their 

projects 

 Working to support the Practice Development Team with their work around 

residential homes. 

 

 



 
Giving Tree  

This year we are really proud to support this amazing idea for all Care Leavers in Kent 

to receive a Christmas gift from their Corporate Parents. Our team has been promoting 

this across KCC and with Harvey Grammar School in Folkestone as a part of their 

project.  

 

 


